
7:30 AM :  Arrival & Breakfast 
7:45 AM :  Welcome & Introductions 
8:00 AM :  An Overview of Education in Cobb County  
8:10 AM :  Universal Challenges Facing Public & Independent Education  

Mindy Elkan, Founder & Executive Director, MDE School  
Penny Harrison, Head of Preschool, Mount Paran Christian School 
Grant Rivera, Superintendent, Marietta City Schools 
John Floresta, Chief Accountability & Strategy Officer, Cobb County School District  

8:50 AM :  Break & Board Buses   
9:00 AM :  Sawyer Road Elementary  
10:00 AM :  Wraparound Services in Education  

Maj Bassery, School Parent Liaison, Sawyer Road Elementary  
Brittany George, School Social Worker, Sawyer Road Elementary  
Nicole Weber, School Counselor, Sawyer Road Elementary  
Margot Moorman, Site Coordinator, Communities in Schools  
Natalie Rutledge, Executive Director, Communities in Schools  

10:30 AM :  Break & Board Buses     
11:40 AM :  Overview of Cobb’s College and Career Academies 

Rob Garcia, CEO, Marietta High School College and Career Academy  

12:00 PM :  Lunch 

12:30 PM :  Cobb Innovation & Technology Academy Demonstrations 

1:50 PM :  Discussion of Workforce Shortages  
2:10 PM :  Board Buses & Depart  

3:15 PM :  The State of School Safety Panel 

Brian Wallace, School Safety & Emergency Management, Marietta City Schools 
Mike Wilson, Lieutenant, Cobb County School District Police Department  
Brent Brown, CEO, Chesley Brown 

4:00 PM :  Closing Remarks & LC Program Day Preview 
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Benjamin Andrews Eliese Bernard Melanie Brueggemann 

Toby Carmichael Colt Chambers Elizabeth Colletti 

Carl Crumbley Denise Czarnik Sean Ditzel 

LEADERSHIP COBB 
CLASS 2025 



Mariel Ellis Owen Farist Sean Ferrell 

Kellie Fletcher Rachel Franklin Kim Franz 

Molly Gillis Christopher Gulledge BJ Haisten 

Joyette Holmes Brad Humphrey Evan Ingram 



   

   

   

   

Anthony Iorillo Richard Jakob Earnest Johnson 

Chy Kellogg Brittany Lambert Adebola Lamikanra 

Kai Lawrence AikWah Leow Alyssa Liguori 

J.D. Lorens BJ Martin Jennifer McNeely 



Lisa Mello Stephanie Meyer Greg Mize 

Cheryl Morgan Jennifer New Stacey Nicely 

Angela Orange Nehemiah Pace Ashley Palmer 

Kirstin Popper Kevin Pounds Troy Refuge 



Ricky Shumpert Kelli Spearman Alina Stevens 

Casey Tanner Eric Trehern Joy Ugi 

Naporsha Valentine Danny Vander Maten Eddie Wade 

Chris Wasserman Chad Williams Jen Willis 



Keisha Register Nick Rider Rico Short 

Nicolas Winbush   

   

   



THANK YOU SPONSORS! 
Without your support, none of this could be possible  

Yearlong Presenting Sponsor 

Lunch Sponsor 

Legacy Sponsors 
ACCOUNTING 

CONSULTANTS  

OF COBB 

Education & Workforce Development Day Sponsor 

Change Maker Sponsors 

Program Sponsors 


