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An Overview of Government in Georgia Panel: Political Consultants,
Fred Hicks and Derrick Dickey. Moderated by Greg Bluestein
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Cobb Centric Lobbyist Panel Discussion: Lobbyists Sam Olens, Ashley
Jenkins and Steven Vault. Moderated by Teri Anulewicz
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# PLEASE ELABORATE. DATE

1 Sam Olens is a has a wealth of information 2/10/2026 11:41 AM

2 Loved the outside counsel and in-house perspectives 2/6/2026 5:38 PM

3 The panel provided clear, practical perspectives on government dynamics, campaign strategy,
and the evolving political climate in Georgia. Highly informative and worth attending for anyone
interested in state politics and public affairs. The discussion offered meaningful insight into the
legislative process, advocacy strategies, and the role of lobbying in shaping policy within Cobb
County and across Georgia

2/3/2026 6:14 PM

4 They both offered insights and perspectives we don't often get from the media. 1/27/2026 4:49 PM

5 The dynamic between Sam and then Ashley and Steven added an interesting view. 1/26/2026 9:55 AM

6 #2- the panelist seating was a little too informal. #3- Teri seamed rushed 1/24/2026 11:40 AM

7 Masterclass in how to discuss politics and share ideas in a mature manner. 1/22/2026 9:03 PM

8 It was a great snapshot overview of what a lobbyist really is. I never really u see stood that
and had a different perception of what one was from the media.

1/22/2026 8:49 PM

9 The strategist discussion was extremely friendly and professional. There was no interrupting
and shouting. Very refreshing to see. I gained a new perspective on the role of lobbyists and
why they are important.

1/22/2026 8:16 PM

10 This was a very informative panel with some very experienced speakers. 1/22/2026 8:04 PM

11 I was very impressed with the breadth of knowledge and professionalism I observed. 1/22/2026 4:41 PM

12 Was a little hard to hear but good content 1/22/2026 3:36 PM
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House Floor Overview with Representatives Devan Seabaugh, Soo
Hong, and Don Parsons (and a special feature from Alisha Thomas

Searcy)
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1 Loved being on the house floor and having conversations. A little hard to hear though without a
mike.

3/10/2026 4:52 PM

2 It was hard to hear since the microphone wasn't working 2/6/2026 5:38 PM

3 Loved the inclusion from our very own colleague surprised to hear the stories and testimonies
shared on a personal level of all that transacts with the voting process inside the legislature.

2/3/2026 6:14 PM

4 It was incredible to have Alisha participate - for future events where there are classmates with
a background/employment/engagement it would be awesome to have them more involved in
part of the day

1/26/2026 9:55 AM

5 I enjoyed learning about the well and seeing the passion that everyone served with! 1/22/2026 8:49 PM

6 Very interesting to hear about the history of the chamber and the process for getting things
done.

1/22/2026 8:16 PM

7 I very much enjoyed seeing the room, learning the history and admiring where our laws get
made.

1/22/2026 5:43 PM

8 Hilarious (special feature) This was so cool to be able to go on the House Floor. I think next
year adding a little more about how the process works would be great. Several people had
questions but felt a little intimidated to ask. Include information about how to visit the capital
and observe session, how their children can Page, and how to follow what’s going on. Maybe
even letting them know who or how to find who their legislators are. I have a feeling not
everyone knows who they are.

1/22/2026 5:41 PM

9 That was an amazing experience and I’m very thankful to have the opportunity to participate in
the tour.

1/22/2026 4:41 PM

10 enjoyed the setting and hearing about their experience 1/22/2026 3:36 PM

11 It was very hard to hear Seabaugh. He wanted to talk but the spade was not great for hearing
him.

1/22/2026 3:35 PM
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Lunch with the Cobb Legislative Delegation
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1 The food was extremely delicious - I enjoyed the shrimp bowls as it was an opportunity to
indulge with variety of health options.

2/3/2026 6:14 PM

2 Did not get to speak to any of the officials that attended, as none sat at our table. 1/28/2026 2:18 PM

3 It was good, would have loved to have someone at our table. I know schedules are busy, so I
get it - but up close and personal would have added to the experience.

1/27/2026 4:49 PM

4 We didn't get a legislator at our table, but I understand that their schedules can change. I did
get to speak with one while waiting in line though! People were raving about the lunch.

1/23/2026 11:29 AM

5 I didn’t get to speak with any of the officials. It would have been nice to meet my own state rep
in person. She’s the main one I wanted to speak with. Perhaps there could be assigned
seating for lunch based on where you live?

1/22/2026 8:16 PM

6 Great opportunity to learn and discuss local concerns. 1/22/2026 8:04 PM

7 Only downside was there were not enough seats for our group. 1/22/2026 5:43 PM

8 Loved the way that was planned and that delegation members showed up. 1/22/2026 5:41 PM

9 I’m honored to have so many legislators join us for introductions and discussion. 1/22/2026 4:41 PM

10 Good conversation with a senator 1/22/2026 3:36 PM

11 I know the original intent was to have them sit with us the the opportunity to hear each one
speak was very nice.

1/22/2026 3:35 PM
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Georgia Supreme Court with Presiding Justice Nels Peterson & Justice
Charles Bethel
Answered: 37
 Skipped: 0

Very Satisfied

Satisfied

Somewhat Satisfied

Not Satisfied

N/A

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 10…

Answer Choices Percentage Responses

Very Satisfied 91.89% 34

Satisfied 8.11% 3

Somewhat Satisfied 0% 0

Not Satisfied 0% 0

N/A 0% 0

Show comments

Total 37



LC26 Government Day

10 / 19

# PLEASE ELABORATE.  DATE

1 Really the best part of the day. So personable and certainly a passion for what they do. 3/10/2026 4:52 PM

2 Favorite part! 2/6/2026 5:38 PM

3 A highly insightful and valuable session featuring Presiding Justice Nels Peterson and Justice
Charles Bethel. The discussion offered a deeper understanding of the Georgia Supreme
Court’s role, judicial decision-making, and the impact of the court on state law and governance.
An excellent opportunity to learn directly from respected leaders in Georgia’s judiciary. Not to
mention their personable insights as to how they weigh in on various decisions.

2/3/2026 6:14 PM

4 Fantastic speakers, loved the behind the scenes experience as well. 1/28/2026 2:18 PM

5 One of my favorite parts of the day!! Felt like an incredible honor to get time with these two! 1/27/2026 4:33 PM

6 This was one of my favorite parts of the day - the Justices were personable and translated a
very complicated process to a meaningful discussion with us on responsibility, the law,
accountability and integrity.

1/26/2026 9:55 AM

7 This was the highlight of my day. 1/25/2026 8:36 PM

8 Coolest part of the day-- the space was incredible, and I appreciate how candid the Justices
were. Our class had great questions!

1/23/2026 11:29 AM

9 It was very open and honest 1/22/2026 9:03 PM

10 This was amazing to hear from the Chief Justice and get a behind the scenes tour! 1/22/2026 8:49 PM

11 Eye-opening insight into how they make decisions, even going against their own beliefs in an
effort to follow the law.

1/22/2026 8:16 PM

12 Beautiful building and informative presentation. 1/22/2026 5:43 PM

13 This was probably my favorite part of the day. I appreciated the Justices sharing their
responsibilities and was surprised and appreciative of their publication record.

1/22/2026 4:41 PM

14 Great session and good dialogue 1/22/2026 3:36 PM

15 If you told me we would hear from them, I would not have expected that level of exceptionality.
They were spectacular.

1/22/2026 3:35 PM
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SPLOST 2028 Shark Tank with judges Drew Raessler, Michael
Brantley, Andrew Yakimovich and Bill Volckmann
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1 the judges didn't seem to abide by the time limit and seemed a little clunky...not organized as
it could be.

3/10/2026 4:52 PM

2 Fun Exercise and learned alot 2/10/2026 11:41 AM

3 This felt too disjointed and difficult to follow. I appreciate the theory behind the project, but I
would have taken more away from it from an in-depth talk.

2/3/2026 6:40 PM

4 I enjoyed learning more about how the budget was devised however the assignment was pretty
hefty considering the timing. I felt our team needed a little more time 2 of our team members
were heavily dedicated to dance and involved in other LC 26 commitments such as DWTS.

2/3/2026 6:14 PM

5 Fantastic exercise, learned quite a bit from this experience. 1/28/2026 2:18 PM

6 I thought the experience was great, and suggest more activities like this be included in the
program. Also, I think some teams took the exercise seriously, but others just about pulled it
together. Going back to the "Know your cards" at the beginning and prepping a skit for retreat -
it encouraged people to work together in small groups. That said, it was over the holidays, so
timing was hard for all as well!

1/27/2026 4:49 PM

7 Loved this! So grateful for the time each of them took and their level of engagement. 1/26/2026 9:55 AM

8 Needed microphones.
Time limit was not really considered. 1/24/2026 11:40 AM

9 Let's get some microphones up there! Y'all should also get a buzzer for when people go over
their time. Always a 10 always respects the time parameters ;)

1/23/2026 11:29 AM

10 We won, so of course I’m satisfied 🤣 1/22/2026 9:03 PM

11 I think the team that the sharks did not pick apart because they were so thorough should have
e won!

1/22/2026 8:49 PM

12 We were told to present 3 minutes and we did. The other groups presented for 5.5 mins, 6.5
mins, 7 mins and 9.25 mins. Why have a time limit if it’s not enforced? I enjoyed the exercise,
but we left out a lot of detail for the sake of time.

1/22/2026 8:16 PM

13 I enjoyed it, however, my team misunderstood the seriousness of the assignment and what we
were supposed to learn from it. We worked great together and had a good time though. A
serious presentation was developed until one person had a conversation with an unnamed
leader that said we were taking it too serious and could make it fun. That was not the tone of
the room though.

1/22/2026 8:11 PM

14 Great exercise in teamwork as well as the opportunity to learn a great deal. 1/22/2026 8:04 PM

15 Tough, thought provoking project. 1/22/2026 5:43 PM

16 Great idea. 1/22/2026 5:41 PM

17 I learned so much from this experience and really appreciate the Sharks time and their
perspectives.

1/22/2026 4:41 PM

18 Fun and informative 1/22/2026 3:36 PM

19 Wish we won 😔 Studied the rubric well and would have liked to see our score and what was
the difference maker.

1/22/2026 3:35 PM
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Lunch catered by Carlyle's
Answered: 37
 Skipped: 0

Very Satisfied

Satisfied

Somewhat Satisfied

Not Satisfied

N/A

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 10…

Answer Choices Percentage Responses

Very Satisfied 62.16% 23

Satisfied 27.03% 10

Somewhat Satisfied 10.81% 4

Not Satisfied 0% 0

N/A 0% 0

Show comments

Total 37



LC26 Government Day

14 / 19

# PLEASE ELABORATE.  DATE

1 not enough salad for group 3/10/2026 4:52 PM

2 Good Eats 2/10/2026 11:41 AM

3 Thanks for having a really healthy, nutritious meal. I loved all the options and felt satisfied. The
last two lunch meals (1885 & Carlyle's) have been great. Keep up the great work!

1/27/2026 4:49 PM

4 Second best lunch catering so far! Loved the bowls. 1/26/2026 9:21 PM

5 Good vegan options! 1/24/2026 11:40 AM

6 Why was that fried tofu so good? 1/23/2026 11:29 AM

7 the real winners were the team the Sharks couldn’t even pick apart. No claws, no blood in the
water, clearly they nailed it 🦈👏”

1/22/2026 8:49 PM

8 Delicious. 1/22/2026 8:16 PM

9 I liked the protein options and the food was very tasty. 1/22/2026 4:41 PM

10 good options 1/22/2026 3:36 PM
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What was your favorite part of this program and why?
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# RESPONSES DATE

1 Judges convo and tour. 3/10/2026 4:52 PM

2 Shark Tank 2/10/2026 11:41 AM

3 Loved visiting the Georgia Supreme Court and candid conversation with the Chief Justice and
Associate Justice

2/6/2026 5:38 PM

4 SPLOST project as it provided real insight into the challenges of community budgeting. 2/5/2026 10:19 AM

5 I enjoyed the tour of the capital and the house chamber very much 2/3/2026 6:40 PM

6 My favorite part of the day was the tour and informational sessions to the Supreme Court;
simply because I'd never visited and as a first timer, I remained inquisitive. Also enjoyed the
visit to the capital - as I'd never been inside the Governor's Chambers.

2/3/2026 6:14 PM

7 I enjoyed lunch with the legislators because it gave me an opportunity to get to know them and
hear about the issues that were important to them.

2/2/2026 2:54 PM

8 Splost Shark Tank 1/29/2026 7:07 AM

9 Opportunity to visit and see behind the scenes at the Georgia capital and Supreme Court. 1/28/2026 3:42 PM

10 Time inside the Gold Dome on the floor of the house of representatives. SPLOST project. 1/28/2026 2:18 PM

11 Going to the Capitol and being in the house of reps.
It was the first time, and Leadership Cobb
has a way of making us feel like VIPs. Thank you.

1/27/2026 4:49 PM

12 I really enjoyed the dynamic conversation between the political strategists as it really painted a
picture of the current state of politics.

1/27/2026 4:33 PM

13 I was not looking forward to this SPLOST project when we received it. This ended up being
one of my favorite parts of LC26 because it made us appreciate all the projects in the County. I
loved speaking to the different departments and understanding why hey were asking for certain
things. It was much harder than I expected to decide what to keep and cut.

1/26/2026 9:21 PM

14 The candid discussion with the Chiefs Justices and the overall candor of all of the speakers 1/26/2026 9:55 AM

15 Time with the Georgia Supreme Court Justices. I wish we could’ve spent more time with them.
I would’ve loved to know ahead of time we would get to interact with them. I would’ve have
prepared questions or thoughts accordingly.

1/25/2026 8:36 PM

16 The whole day was absolutely fantastic! It was a fascinating look at our state and local
government. An incredible experience to walk on the house floor, state Supreme Court, and the
leaders in our state.

1/24/2026 9:59 PM

17 Touring the Capitol building 1/24/2026 11:40 AM

18 When Bert Reeves said that we're all fighting for the same things at the end of the day. Seeing
people on opposite sides of the political spectrum sharing jokes and stories and respecting one
another-- it's not something I've seen a lot in my adult life. It's good to know that team players
can exist in politics. Candidly, there were people that I voted against that I ended up
connecting with and enjoying conversation with them.

1/23/2026 11:29 AM

19 Ga supreme court 1/23/2026 7:31 AM

20 I loved the entire day. Learned so much I can’t narrow it down to a specific segment. 1/22/2026 9:48 PM

21 The discussion panel with Fred Hicks and Derrick Dickey. It was a very rational and
informative discussion. I also enjoyed the experience of being on the floor of the State
legislature!

1/22/2026 9:03 PM
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22 Chief Justice time to speak and ask questions along with the tour was great! 1/22/2026 8:49 PM

23 It was my first time visiting the Capitol buildings. Enjoyed seeing where the decisions are
made.

1/22/2026 8:25 PM

24 The party strategist discussion with Greg Bluestein. This was very helpful to hear both sides
articulate their differences and their similarities.

1/22/2026 8:16 PM

25 The strategist and lobbyists. 1/22/2026 8:11 PM

26 Learning how the leaders of the state work together despite their differences 1/22/2026 8:06 PM

27 The SPLOST project was a great way for our teams to come together and learn one another’s
strengths.

1/22/2026 8:04 PM

28 The contact with so many members of government who were willing to give us their time and
engage at a very human level.

1/22/2026 6:10 PM

29 Being at the capital. 1/22/2026 5:43 PM

30 Being on the House floor and being able to answer questions from my classmates. They were
quite intrigued.

1/22/2026 5:41 PM

31 The Supreme Court session. I got a chance to better understand the role of the Justices and
gained a great appreciation for the challenges and volume of work they do.

1/22/2026 4:41 PM

32 Seeing Fred and Derrick's interaction and how a deeper understanding of politics and strategy
almost takes the fire and nastiness out of the conversation.

1/22/2026 4:12 PM

33 The session at the GA Supreme Court was excellent. It’s not something I’ve had a lot of
exposure to and the speakers were genuine and candid.

1/22/2026 3:50 PM

34 Being on the house floor 1/22/2026 3:36 PM

35 It was great to get a peek behind the curtain and see how politics work at the state level. It
was also refreshing to see how much bipartisan work gets done. All we see on the news is how
divided the parties are.

1/22/2026 3:35 PM

36 Hearing from the justices. They were down to earth and connected well. Also, Greg Bluestein
was great. I appreciated the shoutout.

1/22/2026 3:35 PM

37 Seeing comraderie 1/22/2026 3:32 PM



LC26 Government Day

17 / 19

Q10
What suggestions for improvement would you offer? 
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# RESPONSES DATE

1 none 3/10/2026 4:52 PM

2 Can't think of anything 2/10/2026 11:41 AM

3 Keep teams accountable to presentation time limits 2/6/2026 5:38 PM

4 None. 2/5/2026 10:19 AM

5 Instead of doing ths SPLOST project, allow the experts to explain it and maybe have a panel
discussion about all the nuances of it.

2/3/2026 6:40 PM

6 My only area would be clarity on the SPLOST project for teams to better align with the mission
of the judges on Strengthen the project by clearly explaining what SPLOST is, why it matters,
and how the funding directly benefits residents. Add specific examples of proposed projects
(roads, parks, public safety, schools) so the impact feels tangible. Perhaps add more
supportive insight on ways to make the projected outcomes realistic.

2/3/2026 6:14 PM

7 One of the panelists had both of their jacket buttons buttoned, both while seated and standing.
This is a fashion faux pas. The bottom button of a jacket should always be left unbuttoned,
and the jacket should be fully unbuttoned when sitting.

2/2/2026 2:54 PM

8 More resources to help tackle the Splost project . 1/29/2026 7:07 AM

9 Had to recommend any improvements to be fair - possibly consider recommended framework
for groups to consider for meeting up ahead of presentation - our group had difficulty
committing or meeting on this multiple times given the holidays.

1/28/2026 3:42 PM

10 It's probably hard to pin down the representatives, but would have been nice to have some
guaranteed time with one of the cobb delegation. There was also no time for local / city
government, school board, etc. which would have been interesting.

1/28/2026 2:18 PM

11 Thanks for the podcasts in advance. With a diverse and international group, some of the
language & inner workings of county protocols might be new to some. Perhaps offer some prep
information so everyone can make the most of their experience on Program Days.

1/27/2026 4:49 PM

12 Just no homework, please! Create time to hear about SPLOST and do the group activity during
class.

1/27/2026 4:33 PM

13 I thought the discussion with the political consultants was the second best part of the day. I
liked to hear their candor about where each party was but I thought we could have had deeper
conversations with where we are nationally in politics. The best part of this program is when we
have honest conversations about the problems we are facing. It opens all our eyes to how we
can better it.

1/26/2026 9:21 PM

14 If any of the speakers are open to connections after the day it would be great to have a way to
follow up.

1/26/2026 9:55 AM

15 It was really tough to see and hear the panel in the first room we were in - especially if you
were in the back. If there was a better room or if we could’ve put the panel in the seats that
were more elevated it would’ve been easier to hear, see, and catch everything that was being
said.

1/25/2026 8:36 PM

16 Can't think of anything! 1/24/2026 9:59 PM

17 Provide audio visual more 1/24/2026 11:40 AM

18 Let's work in at least one more bathroom break. 1/23/2026 11:29 AM

19 None 1/23/2026 7:31 AM
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20 Our group blew it with the splost homework and we take full responsibility for that. However,
the instructions said we would get 3 minutes to present and out of respect we kept it to 3
minutes. It also led us to believe that with a 3 minute timeline, you were not expecting
elaborate details but rather something quick and succinct. The other groups ignored that
timeline and in some cases, took 15 minutes with their presentations, which was fabulous and
worthy of applause. The other suggestion I have would be to let us know ahead of time, what
the scoring criteria will be rather than share it just before the presentation. Clearly we
misunderstood what was being requested and grossly underperformed ( it was embarrassing)

1/22/2026 9:48 PM

21 I can’t think of anything to improve! 1/22/2026 9:03 PM

22 Have a sign on the saice next time for lunch saying spicy because some of us used a lot not
realizing how spicy.

1/22/2026 8:49 PM

23 Nothing. Great day 1/22/2026 8:25 PM

24 Have decades submit PowerPoint decks (max 5 slides) prior to the program day. Review them
as a group and discuss. The presentations were a bit redundant and felt like they dragged on.

1/22/2026 8:16 PM

25 Crate space/time for dialogue. Maybe some conversation starters over lunch for rich dialogue. 1/22/2026 8:11 PM

26 To witness the representatives in session 1/22/2026 8:06 PM

27 Wait and serve breakfast once you get downtown. It would be much more comfortable and
allow for more conversation.

1/22/2026 8:04 PM

28 The SPLOST activity was valuable, but it took a lot of time. Our group took it seriously. 1/22/2026 6:10 PM

29 I would have liked to see more areas of the capital. 1/22/2026 5:43 PM

30 Time for discussion among the classmates with panelists or facilitators 1/22/2026 5:41 PM

31 A few more bathroom breaks. 😊 1/22/2026 4:41 PM

32 I loved the Cobb touch point but we had the luxury of an active SPLOST vote to tap into. I
would work to continue the more local afternoon and maybe bring Municipal Govt into the
conversation and how they interface with the county and state reps

1/22/2026 4:12 PM

33 Really a fantastic day overall, the SPLOST exercise was a great learning experience but could
be shortened a bit, maybe assign a department to each small group

1/22/2026 3:50 PM

34 can’t think of any changes 1/22/2026 3:36 PM

35 N/A 1/22/2026 3:35 PM

36 I think it was GREAT from the timing to the opportunities. Maybe have Governor Kemp stop
by.

1/22/2026 3:35 PM

37 More substance on topics 1/22/2026 3:32 PM
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Additional Comments: 
Answered: 12
 Skipped: 25

# RESPONSES DATE

1 The Splost project was a lot of work but it was a great exercise that not only helped us learn
more about Splost, We learned a lot more about needs in the community . Thankful that we
had some great people on our team that really stepped up to the challenge .

1/29/2026 7:07 AM

2 Loved the politically unbiased way this itinerary was presented and the emphasis placed on
bipartisanship. Such a hard thing to achieve in this political environment and it was certainly
well noted.

1/28/2026 3:42 PM

3 Keep up the great work - thanks to the fabulous 5 for all you do - Kai, Joyette, Eddie, Andy &
Tricia.

1/27/2026 4:49 PM

4 More healthy snack options!!!! 1/27/2026 4:33 PM

5 I was surprised to hear how much decorum and respect there was in the Georgia House of
Representatives and Senate. It was a nice change in comparison to the discourse in
Washington.

1/26/2026 9:21 PM

6 That day I heard someone say, "Every program day becomes my new favorite one". :)
Just
thought y'all should know that!

1/23/2026 11:29 AM

7 I thought this was a very impactful day. It made me want to be a more informed citizen! 1/22/2026 9:03 PM

8 Great day! I appreciated the early exit both leaving civic center and Atlanta! No traffic was
pretty incredible!! Great Job

1/22/2026 8:49 PM

9 Thanks for breakfast and coffee! Next time let the class know ahead of time so they don’t risk
being late by stopping on the way. (If I missed this announcement in an email I apologize)

1/22/2026 8:16 PM

10 Thank you for another great day. 1/22/2026 8:11 PM

11 Loved this day! Thanks for all of the work. I know how much work that took. Quite an
impressive group of guests who joined us.

1/22/2026 5:41 PM

12 I’m still processing everything we experienced yesterday, but I’ll second some of the
comments from our group in the family session. It was refreshing and inspiring to see
legislators who have vastly different opinions who were able to work together and through
issues so professionally. In the current political environment, it was really encouraging.

1/22/2026 4:41 PM


